FIRST CALL

THE CALL

LAST CALL

RED LETTER WARNINGS #4
“But did your ancestors listen? No, they set their jaws in defiance. They shut their ears. They
steeled themselves against GOD’s revelation and the Spirit-filled sermons preached by the earlier
prophets by order of GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies. And GOD became angry, really angry, because he
told them everything plainly and they wouldn’t listen to a word he said. So this is what GOD-ofthe-Angel-Armies said, “If they won’t listen to me, I won’t listen to them. I scattered them to the
four winds. They ended up strangers wherever they were. Their ‘promised land’ became a vacant
lot—weeds and tin cans and thistles. Not a sign of life. They turned a dreamland into a
wasteland.”
Zechariah7:11-14 MSG

“These are all warning markers—DANGER!—in our history books, written down so that we don’t
repeat their mistakes. Our positions in the story are parallel—they at the beginning, we at the end
—and we are just as capable of messing it up as they were. Don’t be so naive and self-confident.
You’re not exempt. You could fall flat on your face as easily as anyone else. Forget about selfconfidence; it’s useless. Cultivate God-confidence.” 1 Corinthians 10:10-12 MSG
NOT LISTENING TO GOD _________________________________________________________.
NOT LISTENING TO GOD _________________________________________________________.
NOT LISTENING TO GOD _________________________________________________________.
PRIDE SAYS TO GOD: “_____________________________________________”
“God goes against the willful proud; God gives grace to the willing humble.”

James 4:6 MSG

THE WARNING TO BE READY
“Be dressed for service and keep your lamps burning, as though you were waiting for your master
to return from the wedding feast. Then you will be ready to open the door and let him in the
moment he arrives and knocks. The servants who are ready and waiting for his return will be
rewarded. I tell you the truth, he himself will seat them, put on an apron, and serve them as they
sit and eat! He may come in the middle of the night or just before dawn. But whenever he comes,
he will reward the servants who are ready. Understand this: If a homeowner knew exactly when a
burglar was coming, he would not permit his house to be broken into. You also must be ready all
the time, for the Son of Man will come when least expected.” Luke 12:35-40 NIV
dressed for service = ________________________________________________________________.
lamps burning = _____________________________________________________________________.
servants waiting = ___________________________________________________________________.
burglar invading = ___________________________________________________________________.

TO BE READY ____________________________________________________.
“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one
who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did
we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons and in your name perform
many miracles?’ Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’”
Matthew 7:21-23 NIV

Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust,
evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. Because of these, the wrath of God is coming. You used
to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. But now you must also rid yourselves of all such
things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. Do not lie to each

other, since you have taken oﬀ your old self with its practices and have put on the new self, which
is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator.

TO BE READY ____________________________________________________.
Jesus said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those who exercise authority
over them call themselves Benefactors. But you are not to be like that. Instead, the greatest
among you should be like the youngest, and the one who rules like the one who serves. For who
is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one who is at the table?
But I am among you as one who serves.” Luke 22:25-27 NIV
“You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your bodies.”
1 Corinthians 6:19-20 NIV

TO BE READY ____________________________________________________.
“The servants who are ready and waiting for his return will be rewarded.”

Luke 12:37 NIV

For the grace of God has appeared that oﬀers salvation to all people. It teaches us to say “No” to
ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this
present age, while we wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great God and
Savior, Jesus Christ.” Titus 2:11-13 NIV
WHY BE READY?
Peter asked, “Lord, are you telling this parable to us, or to everyone?” The Lord answered, “Who
then is the faithful and wise manager, whom the master puts in charge of his servants to give
them their food allowance at the proper time? It will be good for that servant whom the master
finds doing so when he returns. 44 Truly I tell you, he will put him in charge of all his
possessions. But suppose the servant says to himself, ‘My master is taking a long time in
coming,’ and he then begins to beat the other servants, both men and women, and to eat and
drink and get drunk. The master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him
and at an hour he is not aware of. He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the
unbelievers.” Luke 12:41-46 NIV
FOR DISCUSSION
HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE YOUR ATTITUDE REGARDING JESUS’ COMING?

WHAT STRIKES YOU ABOUT JESUS SAYS REGARDING BEING READY?

HOW CAN YOU ADJUST OR ALIGN YOUR LIFE TO BE PREPARED THE WAY JESUS SAYS?

HOW WILL BEING READY CHANGE THE WAY YOU LIVE YOUR LIFE?

