
CRAZY ASKS #3  
Kenny Luck 

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares the LORD.  “As 
the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts 
than your thoughts. As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it 
without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and 
bread for the eater, so is my word that goes out from my mouth. It will not return to me empty, but 
will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.” Isaiah 55:8-11 NIV 

  GOD _______________________________________________________________.  

GOD _______________________________________________________________. 

GOD _______________________________________________________________. 

GOD _______________________________________________________________. 

GOD’S______________________________________________________________. 

“I revealed myself to those who did not ask for me; I was found by those who did not seek me.  To 
a nation that did not call on my name, I said, ‘Here am I, here am I.’   All day long I have held out 
my hands to an obstinate people, who walk in ways not good, pursuing their own imaginations.” 

Isaiah 65:1-2 NIV 

NAAMAN:  BIG PROBLEM…NO QUICK FIX… CRAZY ASK.  

THE BACK STORY

Now Naaman was commander of the army of the king of Aram. He was a great man in the sight of 
his master and highly regarded, because through him the LORD had given victory to Aram. He was 
a valiant soldier, but he had leprosy.  Now bands of raiders from Aram had gone out and had taken 
captive a young girl from Israel, and she served Naaman’s wife. She said to her mistress, “If only 
my master would see the prophet who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy.” Naaman 
went to his master and told him what the girl from Israel had said.  “By all means, go,” the king of 
Aram replied. “I will send a letter to the king of Israel.” So Naaman left, taking with him ten 
talents[ of silver, six thousand shekels[c] of gold and ten sets of clothing.  The letter that he took to 
the king of Israel read: “With this letter I am sending my servant Naaman to you so that you may 
cure him of his leprosy.” As soon as the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his robes and said, 
“Am I God? Can I kill and bring back to life? Why does this fellow send someone to me to be 
cured of his leprosy? See how he is trying to pick a quarrel with me!” When Elisha the man of God 
heard that the king of Israel had torn his robes, he sent him this message: “Why have you torn 
your robes? Have the man come to me and he will know that there is a prophet  in Israel. So 
Naaman went with his horses and chariots and stopped at the door of Elisha’s house”  2 Kings 5:1-9 
NIV 

PUBLIC _____________________________________.  

PRIVATE ____________________________________. 

PROVIDENTIAL ______________________________. 

THE CRAZY ASK

Elisha sent a messenger to say to him, “Go, wash yourself seven times  in the Jordan, and your 
flesh will be restored and you will be cleansed.” But Naaman went away angry and said, “I 
thought that he would surely come out to me and stand and call on the name of the LORD his God, 
wave his hand over the spot and cure me of my leprosy. Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of 
Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Couldn’t I wash in them and be cleansed?” So he 
turned and went off in a rage.  2 Kings 5:10-12 NIV 

https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Kings+5&version=NIV#fen-NIV-9653c


NAAMAN’S ______________________________________________. (“I thought”) 

GOD’S __________________________________________________. (“Go wash” 

NAAMAN’S ______________________________________________. (“went off”) 

THE REST OF THE STORY

 Naaman’s servants went to him and said, “My father, if the prophet had told you to do some great 
thing, would you not have done it? How much more, then, when he tells you, ‘Wash and be 
cleansed’!” So he went down and dipped himself in the Jordan seven times, as the man of God 
had told him, and his flesh was restored and became clean like that of a young boy. Then Naaman 
and all his attendants went back to the man of God. He stood before him and said, “Now I 
know that there is no God in all the world except in Israel. So please accept a gift from your 
servant.”  The prophet answered, “As surely as the LORD lives, whom I serve, I will not accept a 
thing.” And even though Naaman urged him, he refused. “If you will not,” said Naaman, “please 
let me, your servant, be given as much earth as a pair of mules can carry, for your servant will 
never again make burnt offerings and sacrifices to any other god but the LORD.  But may 
the LORD forgive your servant for this one thing: When my master enters the temple of Rimmon to 
bow down and he is leaning on my arm and I have to bow there also—when I bow down in the 
temple of Rimmon, may the LORD forgive your servant for this.” 

“Go in peace,” Elisha said.  2 Kings 5:13-19 NIV 

GOD’S SAYING ______________________________________________________________________. 

GOD’S SAYING ______________________________________________________________________. 

GOD’S SAYING ______________________________________________________________________. 

GOD’S SAYING ______________________________________________________________________. 

SO WHAT DOES THIS HAVE TO DO WITH ME RIGHT NOW?  

“It wasn’t so long ago that we ourselves were stupid and stubborn, easy marks for sin, ordered 
every which way by our glands, going around with a chip on our shoulder, hated and hating back. 
But when God, our kind and loving Savior God, stepped in, he saved us from all that. It was all his 
doing; we had nothing to do with it. He gave us a good bath, and we came out of it new people, 
washed inside and out by the Holy Spirit. Our Savior Jesus poured out new life so generously. 
God’s gift has restored our relationship with him and given us back our lives. And there’s more life 
to come—an eternity of life! You can count on this.” Titus 3:3-7 MSG 

“If you try to hang on to your life, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for my sake and for 
the sake of the Good News, you will save it.”  Mark 8:35 MLT 

FOR DISCUSSION: 

CAN YOU THINK OF A PERSONAL SITUATION WHERE GOD’S WAY WAS NOT YOUR WAY?  

WHY DON’T WE SEEK GOD’S SOLUTIONS TO OUR PRIVATE PROBLEMS?  

HOW IS EVERY MAN/YOU JUST LIKE NAAMAN?  

WHY DOES GOD SOMETIMES REQUIRE A PROCESS VERSUS A “QUICK FIX”?  

WHAT ROLE DO NAAMAN’S FRIENDS/SERVANTS PLAY IN THE STORY? HOW DOES IT APPLY? 

HOW DOES “WHAT GOD IS SAYING” APPLY TO YOU? 



 


