At the bottom of the mountain, they were met by a crowd of waiting people. As they approached,
a man came out of the crowd and fell to his knees begging, “Master, have mercy on my son. He
goes out of his mind and su ers terribly, falling into seizures. Frequently he is pitched into the re,
other times into the river. I brought him to your disciples, but they could do nothing for him.”
Jesus said, “What a generation! No sense of God! No focus to your lives! How many times do I
have to go over these things? How much longer do I have to put up with this? Bring the boy
here.” He ordered the a icting demon out—and it was out, gone. From that moment on the boy
was well. When the disciples had Jesus o to themselves, they asked, “Why couldn’t we throw it
out?” “Because you’re not yet taking God seriously,” said Jesus. “The simple truth is that if you
had a mere kernel of faith, a poppy seed, say, you would tell this mountain, ‘Move!’ and it would
move. There is nothing you wouldn’t be able to tackle.” Matthew 17:14-20 MSG
MY ATTITUE TOWARD GOD IMPACTS MY LIFE…
_________________ GOD. _________________ GOD. _________________ GOD. _________________ EVIL.
“If anyone hears what I am saying and doesn’t take it seriously, I don’t reject him. I didn’t come to
reject the world; I came to save the world. But you need to know that whoever puts me o ,
refusing to take in what I’m saying, is willfully choosing rejection. The Word, the Word-made- esh
that I have spoken and that I am, that Word and no other is the last word.” John 12:47-49 MSG
THE LESSON OF ASA: FIGHT FOR YOUR FINISH!
ASA’S AMAZING START TO HIS RACE

ASA WAS ______________________________________________________________.
Zerah the Cushite marched out against them with an army of thousands upon thousands and
three hundred chariots, and came as far as Mareshah. Asa went out to meet him, and they took
up battle positions in the Valley of Zephathah near Mareshah. Then Asa called to the LORD his
God and said, “LORD, there is no one like you to help the powerless against the mighty. Help
us, LORD our God, for we rely on you, and in your name we have come against this vast
army. LORD, you are our God; do not let mere mortals prevail against you.” The LORD struck
down the Cushites before Asa and Judah. The Cushites ed. 2 Chronicles 14:9-12 NIV

ASA WAS ______________________________________________________________.
“But as for you, be strong and do not give up, for your work will be rewarded.” When Asa heard
these words and the prophecy of Azariah son of Oded the prophet, he took courage. He removed
the detestable idols from the whole land of Judah and Benjamin and from the towns he had
captured in the hills of Ephraim. He repaired the altar of the LORD that was in front of the portico
of the LORD’s temple. 2 Chronicles 15:7-8 NIV

ASA WAS ______________________________________________________________.
“Then he assembled all Judah and Benjamin and the people from Ephraim, Manasseh and
Simeon who had settled among them, for large numbers had come over to him from Israel when
they saw that the LORD his God was with him. They assembled at Jerusalem in the third month of
the fteenth year of Asa’s reign. At that time they sacri ced to the LORD seven hundred head of
cattle and seven thousand sheep and goats from the plunder they had brought back. They
entered into a covenant to seek the LORD, the God of their ancestors, with all their heart and
soul.”

f

fi

fl

fi

fl

ff

ff

ffl

2 Chronicles 15:9-12 NIV

fi

`	

SERIOUSLY #2
Kenny Luck

Asa’s Last Years, The Drift, and The Fade at the Finish Line
In the thirty-sixth year of Asa’s reign Baasha king of Israel went up against Judah and forti ed
Ramah to prevent anyone from leaving or entering the territory of Asa king of Judah. Asa then
took the silver and gold out of the treasuries of the LORD’s temple and of his own palace and sent
it to Ben-Hadad king of Aram, who was ruling in Damascus. “Let there be a treaty between me
and you,” he said, “as there was between my father and your father. See, I am sending you silver
and gold. Now break your treaty with Baasha king of Israel so he will withdraw from me.” 2 Chron.
16:1-3 NIV

ASA ____________________________________________________________.
At that time Hanani the seer came to Asa king of Judah and said to him: “Because you relied on
the king of Aram and not on the LORD your God, the army of the king of Aram has escaped from
your hand. Were not the Cushites and Libyans a mighty army with great numbers of chariots and
horsemen? Yet when you relied on the LORD, he delivered them into your hand.” 2 Chron. 16:7-8 NIV

ASA ____________________________________________________________.
“For the eyes of the LORD range throughout the earth to strengthen those whose hearts are fully
committed to him. You have done a foolish thing, and from now on you will be at war.”
2 Chronicles 16:9 NIV

ASA ____________________________________________________________.
“Asa was angry with the seer because of this; he was so enraged that he put him in prison. At the
same time Asa brutally oppressed some of the people. The events of Asa’s reign, from beginning
to end, are written in the book of the kings of Judah and Israel. In the thirty-ninth year of his reign
Asa was a icted with a disease in his feet. Though his disease was severe, even in his illness he
did not seek help from the LORD, but only from the physicians.” 2 Chronicles 16:10-12 NIV
“Abijah rested with his ancestors and was buried in the City of David. Asa his son succeeded him
as king, and in his days the country was at peace for ten years.” 2 Chronicles 14:1 NIV
THE BOTTOM LINES:
“Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Won’t you rst sit down and estimate the cost to see
if you have enough money to complete it? For if you lay the foundation and are not able to nish
it, everyone who sees it will ridicule you, saying, ‘This person began to build and wasn’t able to
nish.’” Luke 14:28-29 NIV
“I have fought the good ght, I have nished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Now there is in store
for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that
day—and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing.” 2 Timothy 4:7-8
FOR DISCUSSION:
WHAT ARE THE SUBTLE OR INDIRECT WAYS WE DON’T TAKE SOMEONE SERIOUSLY?
WHY IS FINISHING SPIRITUALLY SO IMPORTANT?
HOW DOES YOUR LIFE REFLECT ASA’S?
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WHAT IS ONE CLEAR “TAKEAWAY” FOR YOU THAT YOU WILL/NEED TO APPLY?
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“There was no more war until the thirty- fth year of Asa’s reign.” 2 Chronicles 16:19 NIV

